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Tony’s Restaurant
In August, UNICEF sponsors were toasted at an event kicking 

off  the organization’s annual gala, Mystique of India. Held on 

Sept. 19 and hosted by Carolyn Farb, the gala included a bazaar 

and silent auction featuring a $25,000 necklace from Valobra 

Jewelry-Antiques and a $32,000 jeweled gown by Naeem Khan. 

� e highlight of the evening came when John M. Tsacrios Jr., 

regional director of UNICEF, was honored for his 26 years of 

service to the nonprofi t organization.
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Academy Award-nominated actor Chazz Palminteri returns to the stage in this celebrated play depicting a young boy’s childhood in the 1960s-era Bronx. Hobby Center for the Performing Arts, 800 Bagby. Call for show times and prices. 713-629-3700, broadwayacrossamerica.com

Black-tie gala benefi tting the American Heart Association. Evening features cocktail reception, dinner, dancing and auction. Hilton Americas Hotel, 1600 Lamar. 7 p.m. Call for ticket prices. 713-610-5081, americanheart.org

Enjoy the sounds of this Dixieland Jazz band that performs such favorites as Is It True What � ey Say About Dixie, Sweet Georgia Brown and When the Saints Go Marching In. Crighton � eatre, 234 N. Main St., Conroe. 7:30 p.m. $35. 936-441-7469, crightontheatre.org

Sample more than 125 wines including all of the Champion and Reserve Champion wines from the Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo’s 2009 International Wine Competition. Reliant Park, One Reliant Park. 6:30 p.m. $100. 832-667-1080, rodeohouston.com

Antique experts Leslie Keno and Leigh Keno will share their knowledge of traditional American furniture at this signature luncheon. River Oaks Country Club, 1600 River Oaks Blvd. Noon. $200. 713-655-1912, heritagesociety.org

Texas authors John DeMers, Andrea White and Peter Roussel will be on hand to discuss and sign their latest works. Junior League of Houston, 1811 Briar Oaks Lane. 9:30 a.m. $75. 713-526-7983 or 713-622-4191, juniorleaguehouston.org

First large-scale exhibition to survey the theme of war and peace in the early-modern period. Includes works by Albrecht Dürer, Annibale Carracci and Francisco de Goya. Runs through May. 10. Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, 1001 Bissonet St. Call for hours. $7. 713-639-7300, mfah.org

China’s dazzling company of 35 performers will mesmerize with its stunning display of Chinese martial arts, illusion and acrobats. Jones Hall, 615 Louisiana St. 2 and 7:30 p.m. $22 to $52. 713-227-4772, spahouston.org

Kay Bailey Hutchison, Republican senator from Texas, will serve as the keynote speaker at this annual gala benefi tting Open Door Mission. Hilton Americas Hotel, 1600 Lamar. 6 p.m. $300 to $1,500. 713-921-7520, Ext. 218; opendoorhouston.org

Enjoy cocktails, dinner and dancing while helping support the Friends of West University Place Parks Fund. Green tie optional. Hotel ZaZa, 5701 Main St. 7 p.m. $200. 713-446-3184, westuparks.org

� e Houston Ballet celebrates its annual black-tie gala in honor of Marie, the ballet’s artistic rendition of the life of Marie Antoinette. Wortham � eater Center, 550 Prairie. 7 p.m. $1,000. 713-535-3276, houstonballet.org

Hit the links in support of Literacy Advance of Houston at this fi ve-person “shamble.” Golfers will enjoy a Texas barbecue-style lunch, raffl  e, contests and silent auction. Redstone Golf Club, 5860 Wilson Road, Humble. 8 a.m. $625. 713-266-8777, literacyadvancehouston.org

Supreme Mozart interpreter Christian Zacharias will lead the orchestra while playing the piano. Additional shows Feb. 28 and March 1. Jones Hall, 615 Louisiana St. Call for show times. $31 to $107. 713-224-7575, houstonsymphony.org

Spend an evening enjoying the melodic sounds of the Moores School of Music students  at this annual fundraising gala. Moores Opera House, University of Houston. 6:30 p.m. $300. 713-743-3168, music.uh.edu/opera/

An evening of luxury auction, delicious dinner and dancing to raise money for breast cancer research and treatment in the greater Houston area. Omni Hotel, Four Riverway, 6:30 p.m. $350. 713.783.9188, pinktie@komen-houston.org
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Born with a natural curiosity and an alchemist’s heart for 
wanting to turn trash into gold, Federico Marques built a 
successful career at Bayer Chemicals, working his way up from 

summer intern to the head of quality control in North America, where 
he was responsible for recycling waste material into sellable products. 
It wasn’t until he became plagued with allergies in the late 1980s, 
though, that he really became serious about going green.

“I started reading lots of NASA research and talking to their 
engineers about indoor allergies and air quality,” says Marques, who 
soon moved into a new apartment without many of the synthetic 
materials that off-gas harmful chemicals, developed an air purifier 
that currently has a patent pending, and began giving presentations to 
green builders on cleaner construction trends.

In 2007, having left Bayer to become the president and CEO 
of Swedish software company IC Potential, Marques picked up a 

side interest and opened Ruggles Green in January. Houston’s only 
Certified Green Restaurant™, Marques worked with the Green 
Restaurant Association to insure the location was responsibly 
constructed for sustainability and had a minimal environmental 
footprint. Ruggles Green now implements a full recycling program 
including their cooking oil, serves an organic and all-natural menu, 
and puts their servers in T-shirts made from bamboo.

Marques sees the restaurant as his laboratory, a place for 
continually finding ways to improve efficiency, reduce waste and be 
a better environmental citizen. Each change and improvement is 
methodically documented.

An owner and director of Green Café Management—and currently 
on the board of directors for the Baytown Wetlands Center—Marques 
envisions a cleaner future. He believes “the wave of environmental 
activism is coming,” and he intends to stay on the cutting edge of it. 
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