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Houston Artist Travis Hedemann Honored at San Francisco Opera Opening Night

Debuts His Opera Series

[Houston, Texas] (July 30, 2009) — Travis Hedemann, local Houstonian and founder of Young at Heart Art, is set to unveil new works of his “Opera Series” at The San Francisco Opera Opening Night “Ball” on September 11th, 2009. Hedemann will be the honored guest of SFO General Director, David Gockley, formally of Houston Grand Opera. Greeting cards of each painting have been made and will be sold in boxes of 12 as well as Giclee prints of each piece at the San Francisco Opera boutique. “Hedemann's painting of Pagliacci caught my eye online and led to our commissioning three more operatic characters:  Carmen, Aida, and Madame Butterfly.  The four will be reproduced on note cards.  Hedemann and his lovely wife Meredith will be feted at the Opera's gala season opening on September 11th,” David Gockley says as he eagerly awaits this new addition. The San Francisco Opera, the second largest in the country, will be performing Verdi’s Il Trovatore opening night.  
According to the artist, “I chose to paint these operas because they are classics and I wanted to represent a diverse range of cultures. In addition, I relate personally to each opera thru past experiences, travels, memories and relationships.”
Travis Hedemann developed a love for drawing at a very early age, learning basic cartooning skills from his grandfather and from the popular culture around him, such as Hanna-Barberra and Disney. He creates sophisticated fun art for people of all ages to enjoy using happy subject matter and vibrant colors. Travis Hedemann's "Young at Heart Art" has been shown in galleries in Los Angeles, Carmel, and the Cayman Islands. Hedemann has had successful shows in Houston and has been published in multiple national publications. He participated in the 2007 Art Expo in Las Vegas & the 6th Annual TV Land Awards in LA in 2008. His work also brightens the homes of collectors and celebrities alike. A few celebrities that own his paintings are Samuel L. Jackson, Courteney Cox Arquette, Reese Witherspoon, Adam Sandler, Frank Sinatra Jr., George Rodrigue (BlueDog), and Jerry Mathers (as the Beaver).  His artwork will be displayed and for sale at the 2009 River Oaks Country Club Christmas Bazaar this November, as well as on the walls of the whimsical eatery, The Chocolate Bar in Rice Village. For more information on the artist and to view his art visit www.YoungAtHeartArt.com. 
For more information and press inquiries, please contact Kristen J. Cannon of The Cannon Affair at (713) 259-9952 or kcannon@thecannonaffair.com.
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